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BEREA, KY. – On Saturday, September 5, Donna and David Glenn of Louisville will create an amazing array of baskets from thin veneer strips from 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. 

In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s David Glenn became interested in working with wood. A neighbor who worked for a veneer company offered David some second-grade veneer strips that were going to be thrown out by the company. Accepting what turned out to be a large quantity of strips; David began planning what he could make with them. He happened to see a Berea College lampshade made from veneer strips and began designing a basket with a plywood bottom. 

Soon Donna began making baskets as well, with strips from local veneer companies. They currently use veneer from the George Freeman Corporation in Winchester, KY. To keep their work environmentally friendly, Donna uses recycled plywood whenever she can for the bottoms. The uprights are veneer strips that are stapled to the plywood base. Then the weaving is done, using different woods for contrasting colors. The top and bottom rims are glued and clamped and then the entire basket is hand sanded. 
Baskets by David and Donna Glenn are regularly available at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea, located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the café from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission is free. The Center currently features works by more than 650 artisans from 100 counties across the Commonwealth. For more information call 859-985-5448 or visit the Center’s web site at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Kentucky Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet.
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    Donna and David Glenn demonstrate veneer baskets for visitors at the KY Artisan Center

