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BEREA, KY. – On Saturday September 12, Carlos Raphael Fish of Louisville will demonstrate his oil painting techniques from 10:30 – 3:30 at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. 

Carlos Raphael Fish, whose parents are from Madison County, KY, was born in Paris, France where his father was in the service. Growing up in Louisville where he now lives, Carlos says he has always been drawn to the arts and specifically to portraits. 

Carlos attended Jefferson Community College and then worked for Phillip Morris until he retired. He is essentially a self-taught artist, initially creating portraits with color pencil, pencil, and chalk. In 1995 when the demand for his portraits grew, he invested in oil paints. He learned by reading books about painting, watching oil painting instruction on TV, and experimenting. Carlos eventually began using oils for his commissioned portraits.

After 20 years focused on portraits, Carlos began to expand into other subject areas with his paintings. Carlos is an avid bicycler and this interest, as well as his interest in African themes and animals, now informs his painting. He likes to simulate wood grain patterns in paint and then incorporate figures into the design and he enjoys using dark colors – especially orange and brown.

Two of Carlos’ paintings are on display at the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, TN, and one work is in the permanent collection at Stouffers Elementary School in Louisville. Carlos is a juried member of the Kentucky Craft Marketing Program.

Paintings by Carlos Raphael Fish are regularly available at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea, located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the café from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission is free. The Center currently features works by more than 650 artisans from 100 counties across the Commonwealth. For more information call 859-985-5448 or visit the Center’s web site at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Kentucky Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet.
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L-R:  Oil Paintings -  “Man with a Drum” and “A Stop at My Friends” by Carlos Raphael Fish
