 
Fiberworks: Louisville Area Fiber and Textile Artists 
 
An exhibition titled, Fiberworks: Louisville Area Fiber & Textile Artists will be on display at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea April 22 through August 31, 2006.  This exhibit features works by 15 members of the Louisville based organization LAFTA and was made possible with cooperation from the Kentucky Museum of Art & Craft and John Begley of the Allen R. Hite Art Institute of the University of Louisville.

 

Founded in 1995, the Louisville Area Fiber and Textile Artists (LAFTA) is comprised of local visual artists whose work encompasses an array of surface design and construction techniques. The two-fold mission of the group is to provide ongoing support and information to its members and to increase community awareness of the broad field of fiber arts.

LAFTA currently has a membership of more than 90 artists whose work includes: art quilts; hand or machine embroidery; fabric painting; stenciling and stamping; batik and Shibori dyeing; felting; paper making; multi-media (textiles combined with other elements); on or off-loom weaving; tapestry; and beading.

Members range in age and skill level from students to seniors, from beginners to full-time professional artists. Members’ concern for social issues has been demonstrated through the production and contribution of quilts to non-profit organizations, participation in a refugee women’s project, assisting Crane House (Louisville) with organizing its textile collection, and setting up the Alma Lesch Fund at the University of Louisville for the purchase of textile art books.

 

The works on display were part of an exhibition curated by John Begley, Gallery Director for the Allen R. Hite Art Institute at the University of Louisville. Represented in the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea exhibition are LAFTA members Mary Jane Allen, Mary Craik, Susie DeZarn, Tiffany Embry, Judy Goodwin, Mary Dennis Kanappell, Kathleen Loomis, Sallie Manassah, Jacque Parsley, Marti Plager, Felice Sachs, Melinda Snyder, Jan Malone Sowder, Joanne Weis, and Gayle Williamson, all of Louisville.
Color abounds in this exhibit, especially the quilted wall pieces by Mary Craik and Sallie Manassah. In Sallie Manassah’s “Lost in Space” the juxtaposition of strong colors and play of lines accentuated by echo quilting create exciting movement. The wonderfully bold colors in Mary Craik’s quilt shoot diagonally across her quilt, accented by applied black braid and random machine quilting. Gayle Williamson’s framed piece ”Beautiful” incorporates sections from two antique wool fan blocks. Inspired by Victorian uses of the
fan bloc in Crazy Quilts, Gayle has embellished these simple blocks with elegant machine embroidery.  Several works in the exhibit incorporate personal history and interpretation. In “The Actuary’s Map 1” Kathleen Loomis explores how she imagines people who work with numbers every day see the world. Jacque Parsley’s mixed media piece titled, “Stop the World, I Want to Get Off,” speaks to the way no one feels safe after 9/11, with vertical spindles wrapped in red, white and blue thread to represent the twin towers, and a hand above unable to catch the small airplane flying by. The works in this exhibit provide a wonderful look at the range of textile and fiberworks being created by members of this Louisville area organization.

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is located just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, restaurant and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Admission is free. The Center currently features works by more than 680 artisans from all across the Commonwealth. For more information call 859-985-5448 or visit the Center’s web site at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov   The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Commerce Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  

Membership in LAFTA is open to all persons who are interested in working in fiber and textile art, learning more about the art, and sharing their knowledge with others. For more information contact Felice Sachs at –  fsachs@earthlink.net 
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Close-ups of works by L-R: Sallie Manassah, Gayle Williamson, and Marti Plager

