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BEREA, KY. – Kentucky Basketry:The Tall & Short of It, a special exhibition featuring tall and short baskets by Kentucky artisans, will open at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea on February 2, and be on display through June 1, 2008.

This exhibit features work by 20 Kentucky basket makers, including artisans who draw from the Appalachian white oak basket tradition and others who work with newer sculptural basket traditions. The works in the exhibit showcase each artist’s interpretation and expression of both “Tall” and “Short” basket forms.
Kentucky artists featured in this exhibit include: Teresa Cornett of Bardstown; Scott Gilbert of Scottsville; David and Donna Glenn of Louisville; Beth Hester of Scottsville; Karen O’Nan Martin of Henderson; William Mills of Bell County; Patsy Mosley of Beverly; Janet Northern of Mt. Vernon; Ron Owens of Mt. Vernon; Virginia Petty of Berea; Robin Reed of Irvine; Pamela G. Smith of Elizabethtown; Kyle Tipton of Berea; Jan Treesh of Lexington; Patricia Truett of McKee; Leona Waddell of Cecilia; Elizabeth Worley of Lexington, and Jennifer Heller Zurick of Berea. Also included is a basket by the late Golden “Bunt” Howard from Leslie County, loaned from the collection of Red Bird Mission in Beverly, KY.
Basketry is one of the most ancient of craft forms having developed across cultures around the world. Throughout history baskets have been made from a wide variety of natural plant materials and have been reflective of their locale, the needs of the culture and the ingenuity of their makers.
Kentucky’s contemporary basket makers are equally ingenious in their use of materials and in their creation of distinctive works. Kentucky’s basket tradition is rich and varied because the state has a wide variety of suitable natural plant material for use.  Kentucky basket artisans incorporate a wide variety of materials including; tree bark, willow bark and branches, hickory bark, honeysuckle vines, pine needles, caribou antlers, daylily leaves and driftwood. 

The Kentucky white oak basketry tradition has continued through multiple generations and is still going strong, particularly in the western part of the state in or near the communities of Park City, Mammoth Cave, Scottsville, Cecilia and Munfordville. Leona Waddell is one such artisan who learned basket making from her mother. Her basket in this exhibit is created from white oak which she has split to create the ribs, frame and weavers. She creates twill patterns in her baskets across the hoop and handle –which add delicacy and masterful detailing to her work. 
Other white oak basket makers included in this exhibit are Scott Gilbert and Beth Hester who learned their craft from the well-known husband and wife basket making team Ollie and Lestel Childress. For this exhibit, Beth has created a tall work influenced by weaving patterns from traditional Cherokee baskets and Scott has created a tall egg basket inspired by one shown to him by his neighbor Jessie Dalton of Allen County. 

New and unusual forms are seen in the asymmetrical and sculptural baskets created by Janet Northern and Virginia Petty. Northern has taken honeysuckle to new woven heights and Petty has woven shapes around forms she has created from hand-made Hickory paper, weaving with unusual materials such as chamois and Siberian iris leaves. Robin Reed has formed tall vases using poplar bark, stitched together with strips of willow bark, and Jennifer Heller Zurick has woven twill patterns and spun black river willow bark to create a stylized and unusual small basket.
Pamela G. Smith has created a 25-inch tall pine needle and raffia basket that incorporates 15 different patterns and images in its detailed construction and David and Donna Glenn have woven flat strips of wood veneer into small oval, round and square baskets. 
Creek willow and honeysuckle basket traditions are seen in work by Patsy Mosley, who comes from several generations of basket makers near Beverly, KY. Red Bird Mission, which markets her baskets, has lent two historical works from their collection to represent this tradition. One is a “saddle basket” with walnut stain by William Mills of Bell County. This basket constructed with creek willow ribs and woven honeysuckle is designed to be carried over the neck of a horse in front of a saddle. The second work from Red Bird Mission was created by the late Golden “Bunt” Howard who grew up on Greasy Creek in Leslie County. This basket was used to measure and carry a half-bushel of corn.
“Kentucky Basketry: The Tall and Short of It,” will be on exhibit through June 1, 2008 at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. Located just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea) the Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the café from 8 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Admission is free. The Center currently features works by more than 650 artisans from across the Commonwealth. For more information call 859-985-5448 or visit the Center’s web site at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov   
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Commerce Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 
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Baskets – top clockwise: “Friendships,” 12 inches tall, by Beth Hester; “Untitled # 660,”  5 ½ inches tall by Jennifer Heller Zurick; and “Miniature Market Basket,”   1 5/8  inches tall by Teresa Cornett

