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BEREA, KY. – Shaping Nature – Kentucky Artisans work with Natural Materials, a new exhibit showcasing an exciting array of works created from natural plant materials, is on display now through August 22, 2009 at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. 

Kentucky has a varied landscape with a temperate climate that is abundantly rich in natural plant materials. This wide variety of native hardwood and softwood trees, shrubs, vines, gourds, plants and crops, offer an interesting selection of natural materials for Kentucky artisans to use in innovative and creative ways.

Many of the over 30 artisans participating in this exhibition either gather their materials from the wild or grow and harvest the natural materials that they use. Several of these artisans started out as gardeners and evolved into natural material artisans. Virginia Petty grew many varieties of daylilies and eventually began using their dried leaves to weave miniature baskets. Sharon Chartier Haines started with a small vegetable garden and now plants and maintains acres of annual and perennial flowering plants on her 225 acre farm. She harvests and dries these plants in barns and arranges them into artful botanical wreaths and arrangements. 
Some natural material artisans gather their materials directly from nature. Robert Tharsing creates sculpture from driftwood that he collects in Nova Scotia while Janet Northern creates baskets by gathering driftwood from creek beds and nearby rivers, harvesting honeysuckle from the vines that border the creeks and fence rows of her farm. Honeysuckle and willow branches are also used by Patsy Mosely and Ron Owens to create unusual and durable baskets. Heidi Sanner of Candle Bee Farm started out as a beekeeper, but she now harvests hundreds of pounds of organic bees wax from her many hives to create intricate and decorative molded candles.
Many types of found and harvested woods are also used by such artisans as Joe Salyers, who gathers broken down Cedar trees from his hilltop farm near Ashland, and transforms them with a chain saw into delightful Christmas trees. Arnold Moore harvests Poplar bark from his woods to create birdhouses and birdfeeders, Robin Reed uses Poplar bark to create baskets, and James Reynolds uses Cedar branches and slabs from deadfall on his property to create his furniture.
Gourds are easily grown in Kentucky and they offer a starting point for incredibly creative works. Twenty years ago, Donnie and Donna Smith planted gourds by their back porch and that was the beginning of their career as craftspeople. Donnie now raises most of their gourds on their five-acre farm. Gourd artisans participating in this exhibition are Angela Arnett, Sally Cammack, Mary Cinnamon, Bonnie Drake, Lynn Horine, Lonnie & Twyla Money, Lewis Newman, Donnie & Donna Smith and Jennifer Zingg. While many gourd artisans carve and paint the surfaces of gourds, Jennifer Zingg, Donna and Donnie Smith, Mary Cinnamon and Lonnie & Twyla Money cut shapes into gourds and even sculpt figures and animals by joining them together and adding polymer clay and wood.
In addition to this special exhibition, the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea displays and sells works by over 650 artisans from over 100 counties across the Commonwealth. The Kentucky Artisan Center is located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road,  just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and its café is open from 11:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Admission is free. For more information call 859-985-5448 or visit the Center’s web site at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov  

The Kentucky Artisan Center is an agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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Photo L-R:  “Botanical Arrangement” by Sharon Chartier Haines; “Two Story Poplar Bark Birdhouse” by Arnold Moore; “Double Honeysuckle Basket” by Janet Northern
