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BEREA, KY. – Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans, a new exhibit showcasing works by 17 Kentucky glass artists, is on display through March 27, 2010 at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. This exhibit explores an exciting range of works created using techniques of fusing, slumping and casting. 

Fusing, which involves layering pieces of glass to create patterns and imagery, is a technique used in most works in the exhibit, and becomes a primary technique in several. Jen Walters Petry, for example, has cut and layered colors to create repeat patterns, Ann Klem has used fusing to interpret quilt patterns in glass, and Devin French has created visual pattern within a single glass disk. To fuse glass, the artisan layers pieces of colored or patterned glass onto a clear or solid-colored piece of glass, which then acts as a structural background. When placed in a kiln at 1450-1500 degrees, these two layers melt or fuse together.

Jennifer Lackey Moore, Agnes Stewart, Dwayne Cobb, who are jewelry artists included in the exhibit, use fusing to create very colorful designs, as does Jennifer Stephenson McLamb, who incorporates recycled Ale 8 bottles in her jewelry. 

Dan Neil Barnes of Lexington fuses dichroic glass which has thin layers of metallic oxides applied to it so that it transmits one color and reflects others. The colors change as the viewer looks at a piece of dichroic glass from different angles. Barnes uses fused dichroic glass in his vessels, wall triptych and table in the exhibit to create rich and mysterious dimensions.

Joe Larson has also used dichroic glass in his platters, but he has masked and then sandblasted the dichroic glass to reveal a dark contrast to its reflective nature. Larson then fuses powdered glass and ribbons of glass overtop for texture and pattern. Once fused, this newly created piece of glass can then be heated again – over a mold – to create a three dimensional shape such as a dish or vase. This process is called slumping and typically occurs at kiln temperatures of between 1225 and 1400 degrees. Examples of fused and slumped glass in the exhibit include works by Jana Kappeler, who has used slumping to create vase forms that twist and swirl into space and Stacey Street, who has fused and slumped bright green with orange and white to create her zesty “Essence” bowl. 

Cast works in this exhibition include two works by Sungsoo Kim that explore the meaning of the word “Cells.” His piece titled “Cells 0512” is a series of five hanging panels of thick molded “ice-like” glass units with inclusions of blue, each imprisoned and framed with bars of steel. Another of his works called “Cells 0510” consists of six clear cased pale celadon glass pods with blue egg shaped forms enclosed within. 

Bob Cheever has cast a pictorial glasswork called “Search,” in which a face moves within its frame. Cast glass involves creating an original model, making a mold, and then firing the mold filled with glass. Cheever has acid etched the back surface of his cast glass sculpture to soften the appearance and add visual depth.

Pictorial works are also included - from small humorous glass dioramas by Mary Swanson to large flowers by Naomi Stuecker and painterly female images by Chris Chappell, who fuses powdered glass to sheets of copper and glass. Ancient imagery appears in works by Joe Larson with symbols and lizards guarding the universe, and Kathy Zajac’s work reflects on thought and meditation. 

Glass artisans included in this exhibit are Dan Neil Barnes, Lexington; Chris Chappell, Louisville; Bob Cheever, Louisville; Dwayne Cobb, Versailles; Devin French, Louisville; Jana Kappeler, Richmond; Kim Sungsoo, Danville; Ann Klem, Fisherville; Joe Larson, Munfordville; Jennifer Stevenson McLamb, Lexington; Jennifer Lackey Moore, Lexington; Jen Walters Petry, Louisville; Agnes Stewart, Louisville; Stacey Street, Richmond; Mary Swanson, Louisville; Naomi Stuecker, Louisville; and Kathy Zajac, Munfordville.

“Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans” will be on display through March 27, 2010. The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the café from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission is free. The Center currently features works by more than 650 artisans from over 100 counties from all across the Commonwealth. For more information call 859-985-5448 or visit the Center’s web site at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov   
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the State of Kentucky. 
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      Photos L - R: “Pendant” by Jennifer Lackey Moore; “Cells 0510” by Sungsoo Kim; “The Guardian” by Joe Larson

