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BEREA, Ky. – On April 23, 2011, a new exhibit entitled; LaVon Williams: Kentucky Folk Artist - Works from the Kentucky Folk Art Center at Morehead State University Collection, opens in the lobby of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. This exhibit, which is a collaborative effort with the Kentucky Folk Art Center (KFAC) at Morehead State University, showcases a wide range of carved wood sculptures created by Williams. The exhibit of works from KFAC’s permanent collection will be on display in the center’s lobby through September 10, 2011.
LaVon Williams is a man of many achievements. He is remembered by many for his skill and ability as a member of the University of Kentucky basketball team that won the NCAA championship in 1978. He also went on to play professional basketball in Italy and Japan.

Williams is also known for his work as a resident artist working with children through the Kentucky Arts Council. But Williams is especially known for his art – his amazing and powerful low-relief, carved wood sculptures.
Williams learned woodcarving as a young man from his great uncle, a self-taught carver who had developed a distinctive carving style. Both Williams and his brother embraced this carving tradition yet went on to develop their own individual woodcarving styles. Williams states, “My brother is the most amazing carver - and he is always giving his carvings away - he doesn’t see them as the terrific works of art that they are. I learned most of what I know about woodcarving from him.”

Williams’ early works were small and compact, often made using recycled wood from old furniture or crates. He transformed wooden dresser drawer front panels into carvings of people and events, capturing moments from his memory and his cultural roots. His works nearly always involve people – all with distinctive stylization. His carvings contain a visual energy because of the way he continually interlocks and juxtaposes his figures and characters.

Most of Williams’ carvings begin as drawings captured on paper in his many large drawing pads and notebooks. Some subjects are sketched over and over, and variations evolved with each new drawing. Over time, Williams began to find that his subject matter required a larger format. To accomplish this, Williams began gluing multiple boards together to create large panels for carving. Using large chisels, gouges and a mallet – he cuts out low-relief imagery that rarely goes deeper than a few inches from the surface – but appears to jump out at the viewer. With the addition of color, Williams is able to highlight and push his imagery even further out into space, creating a third dimension.

Among the works on display at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea are carvings depicting musicians, including Mr. Johnson, a 41-inch tall rendering of a stand up Bass player, several smaller works that portray guitarists and a carved saxophone player titled Yardbird. Of special interest is the carving titled, When I Was Young, I Could Fly, which reflects the artist’s career as a professional basketball player.
LaVon Williams was awarded the 2006 Governor’s Awards in the Arts “Artist Award” in recognition of his individual artistic talent and the contributions he has made toward educating children in the state of Kentucky.
The exhibition, LaVon Williams: Kentucky Folk Artist - Works from the Kentucky Folk Art Center at Morehead State University Collection, can be viewed in the lobby of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea from April 23 - Aug. 1, 2011. In addition to the exhibit of works by Williams, the center has a special exhibition titled The Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen: Works by Juried Members, on display through Aug. 20, 2011.
The Kentucky Artisan Center is located at 200 Artisan Way, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 in Berea. The center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the café from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free. The center currently features works by more than 650 artisans from 100 counties across the Commonwealth. For information call 859-985-5448 or visit the center’s website at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Kentucky Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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PHOTOS L-R: Works on display at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea - Mr. Johnson; Lover Man, Always; and Red Lady carved by Kentucky artist LaVon Williams
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