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BEREA, KY. – Nothing could be finer than a Kentucky made teapot for brewing your favorite cup of tea this winter. The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is showcasing a great selection of teapots from 44 different artisans in its new exhibition titled,

“Teapots for a Winters Night” from November 1 – March 31, 2006. 
The 44 artists exhibiting are: Keiko Akiyama of Crestwood, Elmer Lucille Allen, Todd Burns, Fong Choo, Sarah Frederick, Suzy Hatcher, Jana John, Peggy Leake, Martha Puckett, Steve Reeves, Laura Ross, Melvin Rowe, Mihoko Sato, J-D Schall, all of Louisville, Marianne Brown of Lawrenceburg, Gayle Cerlan, Susan Goldstein, Link Henderson, Janice Lipuma, Wyman Rice, Steve Davis Rosenbaum, Dan Selter, Jill Coldiron Stofer, Chris Strecker, and Carolyn Zolman of Lexington,  Jean Cochran of New Haven, Teresa Cole, Walter Hyleck, John Martin and Philip Wiggs of Berea, Patrick Dougherty of Bellevue, Steven Driver of Owensboro, Mike Frasca of Harrodsburg , Kristal Kokinda of Richmond, Ann Legris of Mays Lick, Joe Molinaro of Winchester, Thomas Porter of Philpot, Mitchell Rickman of Bowling Green, Greg Seigel of Owenton, Wayne Bates and Fred Shepard of Murray, David Waltz of Columbia, Larry Watson of Alexandria, and Bill Whitt of Waco.

The drinking of tea began over four and a half thousand years ago in China, and today tea is second only to water in terms of worldwide popularity as a drink: 50 billion cups are served each year. The story of teapots begins with their necessity – as the development of tea and its consumption soon required an efficient, and later visually pleasing, vessel for brewing and drinking.
Today teapots have become not only a vessel of utility, but they have become popular for serious collectors in both the East and the West and potters now embrace the teapot as an art form - in and of itself. Teapots have become the form that contemporary clay artists use to portray their culminating artistic statements. New York gallery owner Garth Clark explains, “The teapot is not just a pot, but rather it has become an ambassador of culture, a form of expression, a carrier of ideology and beauty alike.”

For the potter, making a teapot provides complex challenges. As the various parts (body, lid, handle, spout and foot) are created and assembled, each maker must solve technical difficulties as well as make decisions about design, function, proportion and decoration. 

In this exhibition, “Teapots for a Winters Night,” one can see a rich cross-section of works by Kentucky’s clay artisans. The exhibit has teapots that are made from many types of clays using various decorating techniques, methods of forming, firing processes, and showing unique artistic and personal statements. While most of these teapots are functional, some are non-functional and beautiful. 

The smooth celadon glazed porcelain tea sets by Walter Hyleck of Berea, reflect an Asian aesthetic, classical serenity and a beautiful contemporary way to enjoy a fine cup of tea. The tall hand built teapots by Keiko Akiyama speak to her Japanese heritage, by allowing the earthy tones of the clay and glaze speak as decoration on forms that suggest a preoccupation with architecture and structure. 

The English tradition of tea can be seen in the tiny porcelain tea sets created by Janice Lipuma of Lexington, who shows us that her memory of childhood can be conjured up and rendered with new individual charm. Patrick Dougherty puts his amazing skill with color and pattern to work on a clean traditional porcelain form, reminiscent of English styled teapots – but definitely for today’s home.
Dan Selter of Transylvania University, takes us into the woods with his organic hand built and moss-like teapots that have real hazelnut contorta wood handles that seem to grow right out of the clay. Laura Ross of Louisville, stretches her teapots into boat forms that are brilliantly glazed and appear to be docked on their clay pedestals poised for use. Teapots by David Waltz of Columbia, look like they were scooped from the sea with barnacles of clay attached, and John Martin of Berea, Greg Seigel of Owenton, and Bill Whitt of Waco have sent their teapots through the final test of fire with their durable and beautifully colored anagama and wood-fired works.
Handles of teapots can become statements unto themselves, and Thomas Porter of Philpot, has created Raku teapots with clay handles that seem to dance overhead. Several artists have created handles from other materials such as the brass and wood handles of Fred Shepard of Murray, the copper and steel handles that Todd Burns of the University of Louisville incorporates, and the woven fiber and reed handles made by Laura Ross.

Of course, some of the teapots in this exhibition are pure sculpture – as are the three miniature and jewel-like teapots by Fong Choo of Louisville, the wheel thrown and narrow tug-boat teapots by Elmer Lucille Allen of Louisville, and the geometric and precarious looking stacked teapot forms by Joe Molinaro of Winchester.

Rendered in many colors, sizes and shapes, this exhibit offers a delicious variety of choices for collectors, customers, and lovers of tea.

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is located just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the café from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Admission is free. The Center currently features works by more than 650 artisans from all across the Commonwealth. For more information call 859-985-5448 or visit the Center’s web site at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov  
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Commerce Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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