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BEREA, KY – On Saturday, December 15, Alicia White of Louisville will demonstrate how she creates her unique hand knitted wire jewelry from 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea.

Alicia White was born and raised in Louisville and grew up surrounded by artists. Her grandfather was a silversmith who made sterling jewelry and her mother was a textile artist who created wearable clothing which she sold via retail craft shows. Alicia would accompany her mother to these craft shows and as a teenager made beaded jewelry that she sold locally.

Being interested in jewelry and fiber, Alicia began experimenting with knitting stitches using cotton thread. She started using fine gauge wire (28 – 32 gauge) with a knitting technique called French knit or spool knitting. The technique that Alicia has worked out is totally her own creation and she adds natural stones, beads, and freshwater pearls to the stitches as she works the wire. Once her first knitted stitches are completed she knits a second chain that is plain and runs it through the center of the main piece or tube to give the work depth.

Alicia likes working with anodized wire or electroplated wire because of the versatility of the colors she can get without worrying about the wire tarnishing. An 18 inch necklace has over 800 stitches in it and is almost weightless. Alicia gets a lot of her inspiration from her young son in their daily activities.

Works by Alicia White are regularly available at the Kentucky Artisan Center, located just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the café from 8 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Admission is free. The Center currently features works by more than 650 artisans from 90 counties across the Commonwealth. For more information call 859-985-5448 or visit the Center’s web site at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov   

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Commerce Cabinet.
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Hand knitted wire necklace with Amethyst and Tourmaline 

by Alicia White
